4PWOWT

A History Of Iraq

File Type PDF A History Of Irag

Right here, we have countless books A History Of Iraq and collections to check out. We additionally come up with the money for
variant types and furthermore type of the books to browse. The within acceptable limits book, fiction, history, novel, scientific
research, as skillfully as various new sorts of books are readily within reach here.

As this A History Of Iraq, it ends stirring living thing one of the favored books A History Of Iraq collections that we have. This is why
you remain in the best website to look the incredible books to have.

4PWOWT - GLOVER MADDOX

Examines the culture, politics, and history
of Iraq and describes the geography of the
country.

Introduces readers to the dramatic events,
notable people, and special customs and
traditions that have shaped many of the
world's countries, with each volume cover-
ing a specific country and offering a con-
cise history of the struggles and triumphs
of the peoples and cultures that have
called that country home.

In this book, an innovative approach to the
study of ideology in the Arab world ex-
plores how, through culture and the re-in-
terpretation of history, a powerful totali-
tarian regime has endeavoured to cement
internal unity among Iraq's diverse ethnic

and religious communities. The book ana-
lyzes the ways in which, to imbue its cit-
izens with a common destiny of Arab lead-
ership, this regime has set out to convince
the Iraqi people to see themselves as the
heirs of all the great civilizations of Me-
sopotamia.

Involved for over thirty years in the politics
of Iraq, Ali A. Allawi was a long-time opposi-
tion leader against the Baathist regime. In
the post-Saddam years he has held impor-
tant government positions and participat-
ed in crucial national decisions and events.
In this book, the former Minister of De-
fense and Finance draws on his unique per-
sonal experience, extensive relationships
with members of the main political groups
and parties in Iraq, and deep understand-
ing of the history and society of his coun-

try to answer the baffling questions that
persist about its current crises. What really
led the United States to invade Iraq, and
why have events failed to unfold as
planned? The Occupation of Irag examines
what the United States did and didn't
know at the time of the invasion, the rea-
sons for the confused and contradictory
policies that were enacted, and the emer-
gence of the Iraqi political class during the
difficult transition process. The book tracks
the growth of the insurgency and illumi-
nates the complex relationships among
Sunnis, Shias, and Kurds. Bringing the dis-
cussion forward to the reconfiguration of
political forces in 2006, Allawi provides in
these pages the clearest view to date of
the modern history of Iraq and the inva-
sion that changed its course in unpredict-



ed ways.

Describes the history of Iraqg, from its be-
ginnings as the Sumarian civilization in Me-
sopotamia through the second Gulf War
and the first free elections held in Iraq in
early 2005.

The Iran-lraq War is one of the largest, yet
least documented conflicts in the history
of the Middle East. Drawing from an exten-
sive cache of captured Iraqi government
records, this book is the first comprehen-
sive military and strategic account of the
war through the lens of the Iraqgi regime
and its senior military commanders. It ex-
plores the rationale and decision-making
processes that drove the Iraqis as they
grappled with challenges that, at times,
threatened their existence. Beginning with
the bizarre lack of planning by the Iraqis in
their invasion of Iran, the authors reveal
Saddam's desperate attempts to improve
the competence of an officer corps that he
had purged to safeguard its loyalty to his
tyranny, and then to weather the storm of
suicidal attacks by Iranian religious revolu-
tionaries. This is a unique and important
contribution to our understanding of the
history of war and the contemporary Mid-

dle East.

A ripped-from-the-headlines history of the
Irag War takes readers well beyond the
briefings and CNN broadcasts in search of
the "new American way of war" and its
consequences in the first major war of the
millennium. (Current Affairs)

This book explains why the Iraq War took
place, and the war's impacts on Iraq, the
United States, the Middle East, and other
nations around the world. It explores
conflict's potential consequences for fu-
ture rationales for war, foreign policy, the
United Nations, and international law and
justice.

The Modern History of Iraq is a remarkably
readable account of the emergence of con-
temporary Iraqg, placing in historical per-
spective the crises and upheavals that
continue to afflict the country. This text
weaves together several important
themes, including the search for a national
identity, the struggle to achieve social and
economic development, the changes in po-
litical dynamics, and the impact of foreign
interventions, to provide readers with a
holistic understanding of modern Irag. The
fourth edition now includes two new
chapters and an epilogue on the recent

events and shifts in the country—the US in-
tervention and withdrawal, the stabiliza-
tion and subsequent unraveling of the Mali-
ki government, the effects of the Arab up-
risings, and the rise of ISIS—and their polit-
ical, economic, and social consequences.
Written by noted Iraq scholar Phebe Marr
with new co-author Ibrahim al-Marashi,
this text is essential reading for readers
who seek to understand how and why Iraq
has reached this point in the context of his-
torical perspective.

Who are the Assyrians and what role did
they play in shaping modern Irag? Were
they simply bystanders, victims of collater-
al damage who played a passive role in
the history of Iraq? And how have they ne-
gotiated their position throughout various
periods of Iraqg's state-building processes?
This book details the narrative and history
of Iraq in the 20th century and reinserts
the Assyrian experience as an integral part
of Irag's broader contemporary historiogra-
phy. It is the first comprehensive account
to contextualize this native people's experi-
ence alongside the developmental process-
es of the modern Iraqi state. Using primary
and secondary data, this book offers a nu-
anced exploration of the dynamics that
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have affected and determined the trajecto-
ry of the Assyrians' experience in 20th cen-
tury Iraq.

Presents more than 250 photographs from
different perspectives of the 2003 war in
Iraq, gathered from international photogra-
phers, and includes pieces of Saddam Hus-
sein's art and pictures from his personal
photo album.

Examines the role of minorities and identi-
ty in twentieth-century Iraqi political and
cultural history through the relationship be-
tween the state and the Assyrians.

In the months leading up to March 2003,
fresh from its swift and heady victory in
Afghanistan, the Bush administration mobi-
lized the United States armed forces to
overthrow the government of Iraqg. Eight
months after the president declared an
end to major combat operations, Saddam
Hussein was captured in a farmhouse in
Al-Dawr. And yet neither peace nor democ-
racy has taken hold in Iraq; instead the
country has plunged into terrorist insurgen-
cy and guerrilla warfare, with no end in
sight.What went wrong? In The Secret His-
tory of the Iraqg War, bestselling author
Yossef Bodansky offers an astonishing new

account of the war and its aftermath—a
war that was doomed from the start, he
argues, by the massive and systemic fail-
ures of the American intelligence communi-
ty. Drawing back the curtain of politicized
debate, Bodansky—a longtime expert and
director of the Congressional Task Force
on Terrorism and Unconventional War-
fare—reveals that nearly every aspect of
America's conflict with Iraq has been mis-
understood, in both the court of public
opinion and the White House itself. Among
his revelations: The most authoritative ac-
count of Saddam Hussein's support for Is-
lamic terrorist organizations—including ex-
tensive new reporting on his active cooper-
ation with al-Qaeda in Irag long after the
fall of Baghdad Extensive new information
on Irag's major chemical and biological
weapons programs—including North Kore-
a's role in building still-undetected secret
storage facilities and Iraq's transfer of
banned materials to Syria, Iran, and Libya
The first account of Saddam's plan for
Iraq, Syria, and Iran to join Yasser Arafat's
Palestinian forces to attack Israel, throw
the region into turmoil, and upend the
American campaign The untold story of
Russia's attempt to launch a coup against

Saddam before the war—and how the CIA
thwarted it by ensuring that Iraq was fore-
warned Dramatic details about Saddam's
final days on the run, including the untold
story of a near miss with U.S. troops and
the stunning revelation that Saddam was
already in custody at the time of his cap-
ture—and was probably betrayed by mem-
bers of his own Tikriti clan The definitive
account of the anti-U.S. resistance and up-
rising in Iraq, as the American invasion ig-
nited an Islamic jihad and Iran-inspired inti-
fada, threatening to plunge the region into
irreversible chaos fueled by hatred and re-
venge Revelations about the direct involve-
ment of Osama bin Laden in the terrorism
campaigns in Irag, Saudi Arabia, and the
rest of the Middle East—including the ma-
jor role played by Iran and HizbAllah in al-
Qaeda's operations Drawing upon an ex-
traordinary wealth of previously untapped
intelligence and regional sources, The Se-
cret History of the Iraqg War presents the
most detailed, fascinating, and convincing
account of the most controversial war of
our times—and offers a sobering indict-
ment of an intelligence system that failed
the White House, the American military,
and the people of the Middle East.



A History of IraqThird edition of Charles
Tripp's authoritative history of Irag.A Histo-
ry of IragCambridge University PressThis
updated edition of Charles Tripp's A Histo-
ry of Iraq covers events since 1998, and
looks at present-day developments right
up to mid-2002. Since its establishment by
the British in the 1920s Irag has witnessed
the rise and fall of successive regimes, cul-
minating in the dictatorship of Saddam
Hussein. Tripp traces Iraq's political history
from its nineteenth-century roots in the Ot-
toman empire, to the development of the
state, its transformation from monarchy to
republic and the rise of the Ba'th party and
the ascendancy of Saddam Hussein.The
Modern History of IragUses United Nations
reports, lraqi government records, and in-
terviews with Iraqi educators, writers, and
ordinary citizens to present a history of
modern Iraq, from the construction of the
modern state in 1920 through today.IragA
HistorySimon and SchusterCities, scripts,
literature, the rule of law - all were born in
Irag. That so many see this ancient land as
nothing more than a violent backwater
steeped in chaos is a travesty. This is the
place where, for the first 5,000 years of hu-
man history, all innovations of worth

emerged. It was the cradle of civilization.
In this unrivalled study, John Robertson de-
tails the greatness and grandeur of Iraq’s
achievements, the brutality and magnifi-
cence of its ancient empires and its ex-
traordinary contributions to the world. The
only work in the English language to ex-
plore the history of the land of two rivers
in its entirety, it takes readers from the
seminal advances of its Neolithic inhabi-
tants to the aftermath of the American and
British-led invasion, the rise of Islamic
State and Iraq today. A fascinating and
thought-provoking analysis, it is sure to be
greatly appreciated by historians, students
and all those with an interest in this di-
verse and enigmatic country. This paper-
back edition features a new epilogue,
bringing the work up to date and looking
ahead to Iraq’s future.The History of Irag-
Greenwood Publishing GroupDescribes the
history of Iraq, from its beginnings as the
Sumarian civilization in Mesopotamia
through the second Gulf War and the first
free elections held in Iraqg in early
2005.The Modern History of IragWestview
PressThe Modern History of Iraq is a re-
markably readable account of the emer-
gence of contemporary Iraq, placing in his-

torical perspective the crises and uphea-
vals that continue to afflict the country.
This text weaves together several impor-
tant themes, including the search for a na-
tional identity, the struggle to achieve so-
cial and economic development, the
changes in political dynamics, and the im-
pact of foreign interventions, to provide
readers with a holistic understanding of
modern Iraq. The fourth edition now in-
cludes two new chapters and an epilogue
on the recent events and shifts in the coun-
try—the US intervention and withdrawal,
the stabilization and subsequent unravel-
ing of the Maliki government, the effects
of the Arab uprisings, and the rise of
ISIS—and their political, economic, and so-
cial consequences. Written by noted Iraq
scholar Phebe Marr with new co-author
Ibrahim al-Marashi, this text is essential
reading for readers who seek to unders-
tand how and why Iraq has reached this
point in the context of historical perspec-
tive.A Short History of IragFrom 636 to the
PresentEditorial DunkenThe twentieth cen-
tury witnessed the transformation of the
area known currently as Iragq from a back-
ward region of the Ottoman Empire, to one
of the most important and dynamic states
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in the Middle East. The rise of modern Iraq
has its roots in the second half of the nine-
teenth century when Ottoman reforms led
to gradual state modernization and increas-
ing integration in the World Economy. Bri-
tish control after World War | was one of
the determining factors in the establish-
ment of the current borders of the country
and the nature of its subsequent national
identity. The other important factor was
the highly heterogeneous nature of Iraqi
society being divided along tribal, ethnic,
religious, and sectarian lines. This book fo-
cuses on the interaction between the old
and the new, or between continuity and
change, as it is manifested in the nature of
social development, nation-building, the
state and the political opposition.A History
of the Iraq CrisisFrance, the United States,
and Irag, 1991-2003Columbia University
Pressin March 2003, the United States and
Great Britain invaded Iraq to put an end to
the regime of Saddam Hussein. The war
was launched without a United Nations
mandate and was based on the erroneous
claim that Irag had retained weapons of
mass destruction. France, under President
Jacques Chirac and Foreign Minister Do-
minique de Villepin, spectacularly opposed

the United States and British invasion,
leading a global coalition against the war
that also included Germany and Russia.
The diplomatic crisis leading up to the war
shook both French and American percep-
tions of each other and revealed cracks in
the transatlantic relationship that had
been building since the end of the Cold
War. Based on exclusive French archival
sources and numerous interviews with
former officials in both France and the Unit-
ed States, A History of the Iraq Crisis re-
traces the international exchange that cul-
minated in the 2003 Iraq conflict. It shows
how and why the Iraq crisis led to a con-
frontation between two longtime allies un-
precedented since the time of Charles de
Gaulle, and it exposes the deep and ongo-
ing divisions within Europe, the Atlantic al-
liance, and the international community as
a whole. The Franco-American narrative
offers a unique prism through which the
American road to war can be better unders-
tood.A Short History of IragRoutledgeThis
accessible guide has been fully updated to
take into account the Irag War and subse-
quent developments, whilst retaining its
character as a non-partisan and approach-
able text for students and interested read-

ers alike. The twentieth century witnessed
the transformation of the area known cur-
rently as Iraq from a backward region of
the Ottoman Empire, to one of the most im-
portant and dynamic states in the Middle
East. The rise of modern Iraq has its roots
in the second half of the nineteenth centu-
ry when Ottoman reforms led to gradual
state modernization and increasing integra-
tion in the World Economy. British control
after World War | was one of the determin-
ing factors in the establishment of the cur-
rent borders of the country and the nature
of its subsequent national identity. The
other important factor was the highly
heterogeneous nature of Iraqgi society be-
ing divided along tribal, ethnic, religious,
and sectarian lines. This book focuses on
the interaction between the old and the
new, or between continuity and change, as
it is manifested in the nature of social de-
velopment, nation-building, the state and
the political opposition. An entirely new
chapter focusing on the recent conflict has
been added, and will contain sections on:
The new chapter will have the following
sections: The Question of American Inter-
vention Invasion and the Fall of Saddam
Looting & the Collapse of the Central State



The Provisional Authority’s Reforms The
Nature of the Resistance Irag’s New Politi-
cal Reality Elections and the Rise of Sec-
tarian Parties Social-Economic Transforma-
tions The Challenge of the Future.A Brief
History of Iraginfobase Publishinglntro-
duces readers to the dramatic events,
notable people, and special customs and
traditions that have shaped many of the
world's countries, with each volume cover-
ing a specific country and offering a con-
cise history of the struggles and triumphs
of the peoples and cultures that have
called that country home.A Documentary
History of Modern Iraq"This is the first vol-
ume to present the modern history of Iraq
through reference to a wide variety of pri-
mary source documents that allow the
reader to obtain a unique view of Iraqi
politics and society. There are very few
works on the Middle East that offer the
type of perspective Dr. Holden presents in
this compendium of source materials."--Er-
ic Davis, Rutgers University Previously pub-
lished histories and primary source collec-
tions on the Iraqi experience tend to be
topically focused or dedicated to present-
ing a top-down approach. By contrast, Sta-
cy Holden's "A Documentary History of

Modern Iraq" gives voice to ordinary Iraqis,
clarifying the experience of the Shiites,
Sunnis, Kurds, Jews, and women over the
past century.Through varied documents
ranging from short stories to treaties, politi-
cal speeches to memoirs, and newspaper
articles to book excerpts, the work synthe-
sizes previously marginalized perspectives
of minorities and women with the voices of
the political elite to provide an integrated
picture of political change from the Otto-
man Empire in 1903 to the end of the se-
cond Bush administration in 2008. Cover-
ing a broad range of topics, this bottom-up
approach allows readers to fully immerse
themselves in the lives of everyday Iraqis
as they navigate regime shifts from the Bri-
tish to the Hashemite monarchy, the politi-
cal upheaval of the Persian Gulf wars, and
beyond. Brief introductions to each ex-
cerpt provide context and suggest ques-
tions for classroom discussion.This collec-
tion offers raw history, untainted and unfil-
tered by modern political frameworks, in-
terpretations, or opinions, representing a
refreshing new approach to the study of
Iraq. Stacy E. Holden, associate professor
of history at Purdue University, is the au-
thor of "The Politics of Food in Modern

Morocco."""The Unfinished History of the
Iran-lraq WarFaith, Firepower, and Iran's
Revolutionary GuardsCambridge Universi-
ty PressThe Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, founded after the Iranian revolution
in 1979, is one of the most powerful and
prominent but least understood organiza-
tions in Iran. In this book, Annie Tracy Sa-
muel provides an innovative and com-
pelling history of this organization, and by
using the Iran-lraq War as a focal point, an-
alyzes the links between war and revolu-
tion. Examining how the Revolutionary
Guards have recorded and assessed the
history of the war in the massive volume
of Persian-language publications produced
by top members and units of the IRGC, Tra-
cy Samuel presents an internal view of the
IRGC. This not only enhances our compre-
hension of the IRGC's roles and power in
contemporary lIran, but it also demons-
trates how the history of the Iran-Iraqg War
has immense bearing on the Islamic Re-
public's present and future. In doing so, it
reveals how analyzing Iran's history pro-
vides the critical tools for understanding
its actions today.Pride and PowerA Modern
History of IraqOxford University PressThe
story of Iraq is one of resistance. In this
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groundbreaking study, Johan Franzen
offers a contextual modern history of the
country, its creation and its struggle for
sovereignty. Irag's contemporary history is
a tale of a diverse people thrown together
into a nation-state by imperialist state-
craft. From the state's inception as a
League of Nations mandate in the 1920s,
through wars, coups and revolutions,
Iragis have always resisted foreign domina-
tion. But the country, propelled by the
quest for power, intense national pride
and a zeal for sovereignty, was catapulted
along a trajectory of violence. On one side
stood imperialism, seeking to control Iraq
for its own ends. Facing it, Iraqgis of varying
nationalist groups tried to rid the country
of foreign meddling and steer a course of
self-determination. Pride and Power offers
in-depth analysis of the most important
events, decisions and processes that led
Iraq down this path. Based on extensive re-
search of primary sources, both Iraqi and
Western, the book unravels the complexity
of Iraq's political history. It is essential
reading for anyone interested in the inter-
national relations of the Middle East or in
understanding the rich history of Iraq,
from its foundation to the present.Writing

the Modern History of IragHistoriographical
and Political ChallengesWorld ScientificThe
history of Irag is made up of successive
and radical breaks (coup d'état, changes
of regime, military invasions), the chrono-
logical markers of which are easy to identi-
fy. Although researchers cannot ignore th-
ese disruptions, it is also necessary to
establish a link between the moments
when the breaks occur and the longer
term, in order to shed light on the period
under study. Combining different discip-
lines (history, sociology, political science
and anthropology), the book seeks to ad-
vance some milestones that will allow for a
renewed perspective on Iraqi 20th century
history and propose a narrative that fits in-
to new paradigms. Finally, the book tack-
les different periods (monarchy, republic,
Ba'thist, etc.) with an interest in diverse
spheres of the Iraqgi society (arts, politics,
religious, tribal, etc.).The Iraq WarHarvard
University Pressin this unprecedented ac-
count of the intensive air and ground oper-
ations in Irag, two of America's most distin-
guished military historians bring clarity
and depth to the first major war of the new
millennium. Reaching beyond the blaring
headlines, embedded videophone reports,

and daily Centcom briefings, Williamson
Murray and Robert Scales analyze events
in light of past military experiences, pre-
sent battleground realities, and future ex-
pectations.lrag's Armed ForcesAn Analyti-
cal HistoryRoutledgeThis book provides
the first comprehensive study of the evolu-
tion of the Iragi military from the British
mandate era to post-Baathist Irag. Ethnic
and sectarian turmoil is endemic to Iraq,
and its armed forces have been inter-
twined with its political affairs since their
creation. This study illustrates how the re-
lationship between the military andVoices
from IragA People's History, 2003-2009-
Columbia University PressA Time mag-
azine foreign correspondent shares “mov-
ing stories from the Iraqgis who lived
through the nightmare” in this oral history
of the Iraq War (Kikrus). Journalist Mark
Kukis presents a history of the U.S. inva-
sion and occupation of Iraq as told by
Iragis who live through it.Beginning in
2003, this intimate narrative includes the
accounts of civilians, politicians, former dis-
sidents, insurgents, and militiamen. The
men and women sharing their firsthand ex-
periences range from onetime Prime Minis-
ter Ayad Allawi to resistance fighters



speaking on the condition of anonymity. Di-
vided into five parts, these interviews re-
count the 2003 invasion; the two years of
chaos that followed; the start of a new or-
der in 2006; the rise of sectarian violence;
and the effort to reconstruct their society
since 2008. In each section, interviews
grouped into themes, with brief epilogues
for the participants. As Studs Terkel's The
Good War did for World War II, Voices from
Irag brings the meaning and legacy of
America's campaign in Iraq to vivid life.Un-
derstanding IragThe Whole Sweep of Iraqi
History, from Genghis Khan's Mongols to
the Ottoman Turks to the British Mandate
to the American OccupationHarper Collins-
The Dramatic History of Irag in One Con-
cise Volume The destinies of Irag and
America will be tightly intertwined into the
foreseeable future due to the U.S. incur-
sion into this complex, perplexing desert
nation -- the latest in a long history of vio-
lent outside interventions. A country sitt-
ing atop the world's largest supply of
crude oil, Irag will continue to play an es-
sential role in global economics and in Mid-
dle Eastern politics for many decades to
come. Therefore, it is more important than
ever for Westerners to have a clear unders-

tanding of the volatile, enigmatic "Land of
Two Rivers" -- its turbulent past and its
looming possibilities. In this acutely pene-
trating and endlessly fascinating study, ac-
knowledged Middle East authority William
R. Polk presents a comprehensive history
of the tumultuous events that shaped mod-
ern Iraq, while offering well-reasoned judg-
ments on what we can expect there in the
years to come.The Creation of Iraq,
1914-1921Columbia University PressWith
the U.S.-led Operation Iraqi Freedom, we
are reminded that almost one hundred
years ago, Great Britain undertook a simi-
lar process of regime change and territo-
rial reorganization in the same region of
the world. In the thick of world conflict,
with its strategic interests in the balance,
the British had to begin planning for the af-
termath of the World War that permitted
the redrawing of borders and the creation
of new political entities. One year after the
beginning of World War |, preparations for
a new strategic order in the Middle East
were already underway. For the Allies -Bri-
tain, France, and Russia -the task was
different from that of the United States to-
day. Yet unlike the Coalition forces that in
2003 proclaimed the territorial integrity of

Iraqg, the British began from scratch: until
1921, the country of Iraq did not exist.
How did this actually come about? And
what were the reactions of the peoples liv-
ing in that contested territory? This collec-
tion of essays by leading scholars provides
a comprehensive yet accessible overview
of Iraq's history and its strategic impor-
tance from three points of view: local resi-
dents, Irag's neighbors (Iran, Turkey, and
Kurdistan), and the Great Powers. The
book captures the complexity of forces
that contributed to the making of Iraq as a
modern state, integrating short and long
term policy, individual and group interests,
and the impact of World War I. The Crea-
tion of Iraq helps readers to understand
the dynamics and interplay of regional his-
tory and geo-strategic and imperial priori-
ties in an area of the world that will contin-
ue to dominate international politics for
years to come. - Publisher.The Iraq WarOri-
gins and ConsequencesRoutledgeThis
book explains why the Irag War took
place, and the war's impacts on Iraq, the
United States, the Middle East, and other
nations around the world. It explores
conflict's potential consequences for fu-
ture rationales for war, foreign policy, the
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United Nations, and international law and
justice.lragA Political History from Indepen-
dence to OccupationPrinceton University
PressDescribes the history of the Iraqi
state, from its inception in 1921 to the pre-
sent day.lraqgPeople, History, Politicsjohn
Wiley & SonsFew countries can claim to
have endured such a difficult and tortuous
history as that of Iraq. Its varied peoples
have had to contend with externally im-
posed state-building at the end of the First
World War, through to the rise of authori-
tarian military regimes, to the all-encom-
passing power of Saddam Hussein's dicta-
torship. They have endured destructive
wars, internationally-imposed sanctions,
and a further bout of destabilizing regime
change and subsequent state-building
from 2003. The recent rise of the Islamic
State, the consolidation of the Kurdistan
Region, and the response of the Shi'i popu-
lace have brought the country to a de fac-
to partition that may bring about Iraq's
final demise. The second edition of Iraq:
People, History, Politics provides a compre-
hensive analysis of the political, societal,
and economic dynamics that have gov-
erned Iraq's modern development. Situat-
ing recent events within a longer historical

timeframe, this book is a must-read for
anyone wanting to understand the deep
histories that underpin the contemporary
politics of this war-torn and troubled
state.The Iraqg WarA Military HistoryHar-
vard University PressA ripped-from-the--
headlines history of the Iraqg War takes
readers well beyond the briefings and CNN
broadcasts in search of the "new American
way of war" and its consequences in the
first major war of the millennium. (Current
Affairs)The Iran-lraq WarHarvard Universi-
ty PressFrom 1980 to 1988 Iran and Iraq
fought the longest conventional war of the
century. It included tragic slaughter of
child soldiers, use of chemical weapons,
striking of civilian shipping, and destruc-
tion of cities. Pierre Razoux offers an
unflinching look at a conflict seared into
the region’s collective memory but little un-
derstood in the West.Iraglts History, Peo-
ple, and PoliticsDespite massive U.S. in-
volvement in Iraq, average Americans real-
ly know very little about Iraq or its people.
Lost in the daily reports of warfare is any
objective information about the daily lives
of Iraqis, their ethnic diversity, their rich
cultural heritage, and their incredibly an-
cient history stretching back five thousand

years to Mesopotamia, the cradle of world
civilization. This book attempts to add
some balance and depth to the mislead-
ing, superficial image of Iraq created by
the media focus on the war. The contribu-
tors, all specialists in Middle Eastern
studies and affiliated with a variety of wel-
I-respected universities (Villanova Universi-
ty, University of Chicago, Dartmouth, Uni-
versity of Paris, and others), have written
interesting and informative, yet nontechni-
cal articles designed to be accessible to a
wide circle of readers, including nonspecial-
ists. The work is divided into five parts.
Part | deals with the history and civilization
of Iraq, addressing the three most signifi-
cant aspects: Irag's magnificent archaeo-
logical heritage, reaching back to ancient
Mesopotamia; medieval Baghdad (which,
among many other achievements, trans-
mitted Greek philosophy to the West); and
Iraq's complex and fascinating modern his-
tory. Part Il takes up some essential as-
pects of the culture: art, music, and litera-
ture. In these fields, Iraq played and contin-
ues to play a highly important and influen-
tial role both in and outside the region.
Part Il focuses on a few religious and eth-
nic communities (Christians, Jews, Shiites,



and Kurds), whose history and role in the
country have been the subject of confu-
sion and misinterpretation, especially in
the West. These specific communities are
discussed in the context of the Arab majori-
ty and in relation to other important reli-
gious and ethnic sects, such as the Sunnis,
Turkomen, Mandeans, and Yazidis. Part IV
points out the impact of international sanc-
tions on the environment and the econo-
my, and particularly on the lives of wom-
en. Finally, Part V deals with regional and
international political issues, with empha-
sis on the politicization of water and oil,
and on U.S. policy toward Iraqg. Editor
Shams C. Inati strives for a balanced pre-
sentation, without favoring any specific po-
litical position. This superb collection of in-
-depth essays will enlighten and inform
anyone wishing a more complete and fair
understanding of Iraq than can be found
on television or in newspapers.The Iran-I-
raq WarA Military and Strategic History-
Cambridge University PressA comprehen-
sive account of the Iran-Iraq War through
the lens of the Iraqgi regime and its senior
military commanders.Reforging a Forgot-
ten Historylraq and the Assyrians in the
Twentieth CenturyWho are the Assyrians
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and what role did they play in shaping
modern Iraq? Were they simply bystan-
ders, victims of collateral damage who
played a passive role in the history of Iraq?
And how have they negotiated their posi-
tion throughout various periods of Iraq's
state-building processes? This book details
the narrative and history of Iraq in the
20th century and reinserts the Assyrian ex-
perience as an integral part of Iraq's broad-
er contemporary historiography. It is the
first comprehensive account to contextual-
ize this native people's experience along-
side the developmental processes of the
modern Iraqi state. Using primary and se-
condary data, this book offers a nuanced
exploration of the dynamics that have
affected and determined the trajectory of
the Assyrians' experience in 20th century
Irag.The Jews Of Iraqg3000 Years Of History
And CultureRoutledgeThis book provides
an account of the Jews of Iraq, their histo-
ry, culture and society. It covers the Iraqi
Jewish history in three parts: from the As-
syrian Captivity to the Arab Conquest (731
bc-ad 641); the encounter with Islam
(641-1850); and the last hundred years
(1850-1951).Secret History of the lIraq
WarHarper Collinsin the months leading up

to March 2003, fresh from its swift and
heady victory in Afghanistan, the Bush ad-
ministration mobilized the United States
armed forces to overthrow the govern-
ment of Irag. Eight months after the presi-
dent declared an end to major combat op-
erations, Saddam Hussein was captured in
a farmhouse in Al-Dawr. And yet neither
peace nor democracy has taken hold in
Iraq; instead the country has plunged into
terrorist insurgency and guerrilla warfare,
with no end in sight.What went wrong? In
The Secret History of the Iraq War, best-
selling author Yossef Bodansky offers an
astonishing new account of the war and its
aftermath—a war that was doomed from
the start, he argues, by the massive and
systemic failures of the American intelli-
gence community. Drawing back the cur-
tain of politicized debate, Bodansky—a
longtime expert and director of the Con-
gressional Task Force on Terrorism and Un-
conventional Warfare—reveals that nearly
every aspect of America's conflict with Iraq
has been misunderstood, in both the court
of public opinion and the White House it-
self. Among his revelations: The most au-
thoritative account of Saddam Hussein's
support for Islamic terrorist organization-
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s—including extensive new reporting on
his active cooperation with al-Qaeda in
Irag long after the fall of Baghdad Exten-
sive new information on Iraq's major chem-
ical and biological weapons programs—in-
cluding North Korea's role in building stil-
[-undetected secret storage facilities and
Irag's transfer of banned materials to
Syria, Iran, and Libya The first account of
Saddam's plan for Iraq, Syria, and Iran to
join Yasser Arafat's Palestinian forces to at-
tack Israel, throw the region into turmoil,
and upend the American campaign The un-
told story of Russia's attempt to launch a
coup against Saddam before the war—and
how the CIA thwarted it by ensuring that
Irag was forewarned Dramatic details
about Saddam's final days on the run, in-
cluding the untold story of a near miss
with U.S. troops and the stunning revela-
tion that Saddam was already in custody
at the time of his capture—and was proba-
bly betrayed by members of his own Tikriti
clan The definitive account of the anti-U.S.
resistance and uprising in Iraqg, as the
American invasion ignited an Islamic jihad
and Iran-inspired intifada, threatening to
plunge the region into irreversible chaos fu-
eled by hatred and revenge Revelations

about the direct involvement of Osama bin
Laden in the terrorism campaigns in Iraq,
Saudi Arabia, and the rest of the Middle
East—including the major role played by
Iran and HizbAllah in al-Qaeda's operations
Drawing upon an extraordinary wealth of
previously untapped intelligence and regio-
nal sources, The Secret History of the Iraq
War presents the most detailed, fascinat-
ing, and convincing account of the most
controversial war of our times—and offers
a sobering indictment of an intelligence
system that failed the White House, the
American military, and the people of the
Middle East.The Modern History of IragRou-
tledgeThe Modern History of Iraq is a re-
markably readable account of contempo-
rary Iraq, placing in historical perspective
the crises and upheavals that continue to
afflict the country. This text weaves to-
gether several important themes, includ-
ing the search for a national identity, the
struggle to achieve social and economic
development, the changes in political dy-
namics, and the impact of foreign interven-
tions, to provide readers with a holistic un-
derstanding of modern Iraq. Revised and
updated throughout, the fourth edition fea-
tures more discussion of cultural identity
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and media and society. In addition, this edi-
tion includes two new chapters on the
events and shifts in the country of the ear-
ly twenty-first century-the US intervention
and withdrawal, the stabilization and sub-
sequent unraveling of the Maliki govern-
ment, the effects of the Arab uprisings,
and the rise of ISIS-and their political, eco-
nomic, and social consequences. Written
by noted Iraq scholar Phebe Marr with new
co-author Ibrahim al-Marashi, this text is
essential reading for readers who seek to
understand modern Iraq in the context of
historical perspective.The Iran-lrag WarA
Military and Strategic HistoryCambridge
University PressThe Iran-lraq War is one of
the largest, yet least documented conflicts
in the history of the Middle East. Drawing
from an extensive cache of captured Iraqi
government records, this book is the first
comprehensive military and strategic ac-
count of the war through the lens of the
Iragi regime and its senior military com-
manders. It explores the rationale and deci-
sion-making processes that drove the
Iragis as they grappled with challenges
that, at times, threatened their existence.
Beginning with the bizarre lack of planning
by the Iraqis in their invasion of Iran, the



authors reveal Saddam's desperate at-
tempts to improve the competence of an
officer corps that he had purged to safe-
guard its loyalty to his tyranny, and then
to weather the storm of suicidal attacks by
Iranian religious revolutionaries. This is a
unigque and important contribution to our
understanding of the history of war and
the contemporary Middle East.lraqThe
Rosen Publishing Group, IncExamines the
culture, politics, and history of Iraq and de-
scribes the geography of the country.The
War in IragHarper CollinsPresents more
than 250 photographs from different per-
spectives of the 2003 war in Iraq, gathered
from international photographers, and in-
cludes pieces of Saddam Hussein's art and
pictures from his personal photo al-
bum.New BabyloniansA History of Jews in
Modern IragStanford University Pres-
sAlthough Iraqgi Jews saw themselves as
Iraqi patriots, their community—which had
existed in Iraq for more than 2,500
years—was displaced following the estab-
lishment of the state of Israel. New Babylo-
nians chronicles the lives of these Jews,
their urban Arab culture, and their hopes
for a democratic nation-state. It studies
their ideas about Judaism, Islam, secu-
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larism, modernity, and reform, focusing on
Iraqi Jews who internalized narratives of
Arab and Iraqgi nationalisms and on those
who turned to communism in the 1940s.
As the book reveals, the ultimate displace-
ment of this community was not the result
of a perpetual persecution on the part of
their Iragi compatriots, but rather the out-
come of misguided state policies during
the late 1940s and early 1950s. Sadly,
from a dominant mood of coexistence,
friendship, and partnership, the impossibili-
ty of Arab-Jewish coexistence became the
prevailing narrative in the region—and the
dominant narrative we have come to know
today.Persian Gulf CommandA History of
the Second World War in Iran and IraqYale
University PressA new history of the long-
overlooked WWII theater in Iran and Iraq,
its unrecognized significance, and its im-
pact on local society and politics This dy-
namic history is the first to construct a to-
tal picture of the experience and impact of
World War Il in Iran and Iraq. Contending
that these two countries were more impor-
tant to the Allied forces’ war operations
than has ever been acknowledged, histo-
rian Ashley Jackson investigates the grand
strategy of the Allies and their operations

in the region and the continuing legacy of
Western intervention in the Middle East.
Iran and Iraq served as the first WWII the-
ater in which the U.S., the U.K., and the
U.S.S.R. fought alongside each other. Jack-
son charts the intense Allied military activi-
ty in Iran and Iraq and reveals how deeply
the war impacted common people’s lives.
He also provides revelations about the
true nature of Anglo-American relations in
the region, the beginnings of the Cold War,
and the continuing corrosive legacy of
Western influence in these lands.The Occu-
pation of IragWinning the War, Losing the
PeaceYale University Pressinvolved for
over thirty years in the politics of Iraq, Ali
A. Allawi was a long-time opposition leader
against the Baathist regime. In the post-
Saddam years he has held important gov-
ernment positions and participated in cru-
cial national decisions and events. In this
book, the former Minister of Defense and
Finance draws on his unique personal ex-
perience, extensive relationships with
members of the main political groups and
parties in Iraq, and deep understanding of
the history and society of his country to an-
swer the baffling questions that persist
about its current crises. What really led
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the United States to invade Irag, and why
have events failed to unfold as planned?
The Occupation of Irag examines what the
United States did and didn't know at the
time of the invasion, the reasons for the
confused and contradictory policies that
were enacted, and the emergence of the
Iraqgi political class during the difficult tran-
sition process. The book tracks the growth
of the insurgency and illuminates the com-
plex relationships among Sunnis, Shias,
and Kurds. Bringing the discussion forward
to the reconfiguration of political forces in
2006, Allawi provides in these pages the
clearest view to date of the modern histo-
ry of Iraq and the invasion that changed
its course in unpredicted ways.My Memoir-
sHalf a Century of the History of Iraq and
the Arab CauseLynne Rienner PubThese
memoirs of the distinguished Iraqi states-
man Tawfiq al-Suwaydi (1892-1968) evoca-
tively recapture a now largely vanished
Arab world;and are an eloquent reminder
that Irag was once a far more open and tol-
erant society than it is today. Al-Suwaydi
served as Iraq¢s prime minister (1929,
1946, 1950) three times, as foreign minis-
ter on numerous occasions, and as ambas-
sador to Iran, the League of Nations, and

the United Nations. He frequently under-
took sensitive diplomatic missions on be-
half of the Iragi monarchy. Among the ma-
jor world figures with whom he interacted
personally were Kemal Ataturk, Adnan
Menderes, Gamal Abdul Nasser, Chaim
Weizmann, David Ben Gurion, John Foster
Dulles, Anthony Eden, George Curzon,
Benito Mussolini, George Antonius, and
Kings Abdullah, Faisal, Hussein, and Ibn
Saud. From this vantage point, he wrote
with an insider;s detail about the diplomat-
ic, political, and geostrategic issues that
vexed Iraq and the entire Arab world from
the early twentieth century through the
Arab-Israeli war of 1967. A comprehensive
essay by Antony T. Sullivan, senior associ-
ate for Middle East affairs at TerraBuilt Cor-
poration International, introduces this first
English-language edition of the memaoirs.-
Culture, History and Ideology in the Forma-
tion of Ba'thist Iraq,1968-89Springerlin this
book, an innovative approach to the study
of ideology in the Arab world explores
how, through culture and the re-interpreta-
tion of history, a powerful totalitarian
regime has endeavoured to cement inter-
nal unity among Iraq's diverse ethnic and
religious communities. The book analyzes
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the ways in which, to imbue its citizens
with a common destiny of Arab leadership,
this regime has set out to convince the
Iragi people to see themselves as the heirs
of all the great civilizations of Mesopotami-
a.Assyrians in Modern IragNegotiating Polit-
ical and Cultural SpaceCambridge Universi-
ty PressExamines the role of minorities
and identity in twentieth-century Iraqi polit-
ical and cultural history through the rela-
tionship between the state and the As-
syrians.To Start a WarHow the Bush Admin-
istration Took America into IragPen-
guin“Essential . . . one for the ages . . . a
must read for all who care about presiden-
tial power.” —The Washington Post “Au-
thoritative . . . The most comprehensive ac-
count yet of that smoldering wreck of for-
eign policy, one that haunts us today.”
—LA Times One of BookPage's Best Books
of 2020 To Start a War paints a vivid and
indelible picture of a decision-making pro-
cess that was fatally compromised by a
combination of post-9/11 fear and
paranoia, rank naiveté, craven groupthink,
and a set of actors with idées fixes who
gamed the process relentlessly. Every-
thing was believed; nothing was true.
Robert Draper’s fair-mindedness and deep



understanding of the principal actors
suffuse his account, as does a storytelling
genius that is close to sorcery. There are
no cheap shots here, which makes the ulti-
mate conclusion all the more damning. In
the spirit of Barbara W. Tuchman’s The
Guns of August and Marc Bloch’s Strange
Defeat, To Start A War will stand as the
definitive account of a collective scurrying
for evidence that would prove to be not
just dubious but entirely false—evidence
that was then used to justify a verdict that
led to hundreds of thousands of deaths
and a flood tide of chaos in the Middle East
that shows no signs of ebbing.

Uses United Nations reports, Iragi govern-
ment records, and interviews with Iraqgi ed-
ucators, writers, and ordinary citizens to
present a history of modern Iraq, from the
construction of the modern state in 1920
through today.

This book provides an account of the Jews
of Iraq, their history, culture and society. It
covers the Iraqi Jewish history in three
parts: from the Assyrian Captivity to the
Arab Conquest (731 bc-ad 641); the en-
counter with Islam (641-1850); and the
last hundred years (1850-1951).
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In March 2003, the United States and
Great Britain invaded Iraq to put an end to
the regime of Saddam Hussein. The war
was launched without a United Nations
mandate and was based on the erroneous
claim that Iraq had retained weapons of
mass destruction. France, under President
Jacques Chirac and Foreign Minister Do-
minique de Villepin, spectacularly opposed
the United States and British invasion,
leading a global coalition against the war
that also included Germany and Russia.
The diplomatic crisis leading up to the war
shook both French and American percep-
tions of each other and revealed cracks in
the transatlantic relationship that had
been building since the end of the Cold
War. Based on exclusive French archival
sources and numerous interviews with
former officials in both France and the Unit-
ed States, A History of the Iraq Crisis re-
traces the international exchange that cul-
minated in the 2003 Iraq conflict. It shows
how and why the Iraq crisis led to a con-
frontation between two longtime allies un-
precedented since the time of Charles de
Gaulle, and it exposes the deep and ongo-
ing divisions within Europe, the Atlantic al-
liance, and the international community as

a whole. The Franco-American narrative
offers a unique prism through which the
American road to war can be better unders-
tood.

A new history of the long-overlooked WWII
theater in Iran and Iraq, its unrecognized
significance, and its impact on local socie-
ty and politics This dynamic history is the
first to construct a total picture of the ex-
perience and impact of World War Il in Iran
and Iraqg. Contending that these two coun-
tries were more important to the Allied
forces’ war operations than has ever been
acknowledged, historian Ashley Jackson in-
vestigates the grand strategy of the Allies
and their operations in the region and the
continuing legacy of Western intervention
in the Middle East. Iran and Iraq served as
the first WWII theater in which the U.S.,
the U.K., and the U.S.S.R. fought alongside
each other. Jackson charts the intense Al-
lied military activity in Iran and Iraq and re-
veals how deeply the war impacted com-
mon people’s lives. He also provides reve-
lations about the true nature of An-
glo-American relations in the region, the
beginnings of the Cold War, and the cont-
inuing corrosive legacy of Western in-
fluence in these lands.
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From 1980 to 1988 Iran and Iraq fought
the longest conventional war of the centu-
ry. It included tragic slaughter of child
soldiers, use of chemical weapons, striking
of civilian shipping, and destruction of ci-
ties. Pierre Razoux offers an unflinching
look at a conflict seared into the region’s
collective memory but little understood in
the West.

This accessible guide has been fully updat-
ed to take into account the Iraq War and
subsequent developments, whilst retaining
its character as a non-partisan and ap-
proachable text for students and interest-
ed readers alike. The twentieth century wit-
nessed the transformation of the area
known currently as Iraq from a backward
region of the Ottoman Empire, to one of
the most important and dynamic states in
the Middle East. The rise of modern Iraq
has its roots in the second half of the nine-
teenth century when Ottoman reforms led
to gradual state modernization and increas-
ing integration in the World Economy. Bri-
tish control after World War | was one of
the determining factors in the establish-
ment of the current borders of the country
and the nature of its subsequent national
identity. The other important factor was

the highly heterogeneous nature of Iraqi
society being divided along tribal, ethnic,
religious, and sectarian lines. This book fo-
cuses on the interaction between the old
and the new, or between continuity and
change, as it is manifested in the nature of
social development, nation-building, the
state and the political opposition. An entire-
ly new chapter focusing on the recent
conflict has been added, and will contain
sections on: The new chapter will have the
following sections: The Question of Ameri-
can Intervention Invasion and the Fall of
Saddam Looting & the Collapse of the Cen-
tral State The Provisional Authority’s Re-
forms The Nature of the Resistance Iraq’s
New Political Reality Elections and the Rise
of Sectarian Parties Social-Economic Trans-
formations The Challenge of the Future.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps,
founded after the Iranian revolution in
1979, is one of the most powerful and
prominent but least understood organiza-
tions in Iran. In this book, Annie Tracy Sa-
muel provides an innovative and com-
pelling history of this organization, and by
using the Iran-lraq War as a focal point, an-
alyzes the links between war and revolu-
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tion. Examining how the Revolutionary
Guards have recorded and assessed the
history of the war in the massive volume
of Persian-language publications produced
by top members and units of the IRGC, Tra-
cy Samuel presents an internal view of the
IRGC. This not only enhances our compre-
hension of the IRGC's roles and power in
contemporary lIran, but it also demons-
trates how the history of the Iran-lraq War
has immense bearing on the Islamic Re-
public's present and future. In doing so, it
reveals how analyzing Iran's history pro-
vides the critical tools for understanding
its actions today.

These memoirs of the distinguished Iraqi
statesman Tawfiq al-Suwaydi (1892-1968)
evocatively recapture a now largely van-
ished Arab world;and are an eloquent re-
minder that Iraq was once a far more open
and tolerant society than it is today. Al--
Suwaydi served as Iraq¢s prime minister
(1929, 1946, 1950) three times, as foreign
minister on numerous occasions, and as
ambassador to Iran, the League of Na-
tions, and the United Nations. He frequent-
ly undertook sensitive diplomatic missions
on behalf of the Iragi monarchy. Among
the major world figures with whom he in-



teracted personally were Kemal Ataturk,
Adnan Menderes, Gamal Abdul Nasser,
Chaim Weizmann, David Ben Gurion, John
Foster Dulles, Anthony Eden, George Cur-
zon, Benito Mussolini, George Antonius,
and Kings Abdullah, Faisal, Hussein, and
Ibn Saud. From this vantage point, he
wrote with an insider;s detail about the di-
plomatic, political, and geostrategic issues
that vexed Iraq and the entire Arab world
from the early twentieth century through
the Arab-Israeli war of 1967. A comprehen-
sive essay by Antony T. Sullivan, senior as-
sociate for Middle East affairs at TerraBuilt
Corporation International, introduces this
first English-language edition of the mem-
0irs.

A Time magazine foreign correspondent
shares “moving stories from the Iragis who
lived through the nightmare” in this oral
history of the Iraq War (Kikrus). Journalist
Mark Kukis presents a history of the U.S. in-
vasion and occupation of Iraq as told by
Iragis who live through it.Beginning in
2003, this intimate narrative includes the
accounts of civilians, politicians, former dis-
sidents, insurgents, and militiamen. The
men and women sharing their firsthand ex-
periences range from onetime Prime Minis-
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ter Ayad Allawi to resistance fighters
speaking on the condition of anonymity. Di-
vided into five parts, these interviews re-
count the 2003 invasion; the two years of
chaos that followed; the start of a new or-
der in 2006; the rise of sectarian violence;
and the effort to reconstruct their society
since 2008. In each section, interviews
grouped into themes, with brief epilogues
for the participants. As Studs Terkel's The
Good War did for World War Il, Voices from
Irag brings the meaning and legacy of
America's campaign in Iraq to vivid life.
Describes the history of the Iraqi state,
from its inception in 1921 to the present
day.

A comprehensive account of the Iran-Iraq
War through the lens of the Iragi regime
and its senior military commanders.

With the U.S.-led Operation Iraqgi Freedom,
we are reminded that almost one hundred
years ago, Great Britain undertook a simi-
lar process of regime change and territo-
rial reorganization in the same region of
the world. In the thick of world conflict,
with its strategic interests in the balance,
the British had to begin planning for the af-
termath of the World War that permitted

the redrawing of borders and the creation
of new political entities. One year after the
beginning of World War |, preparations for
a new strategic order in the Middle East
were already underway. For the Allies -Bri-
tain, France, and Russia -the task was
different from that of the United States to-
day. Yet unlike the Coalition forces that in
2003 proclaimed the territorial integrity of
Iraq, the British began from scratch: until
1921, the country of Iraq did not exist.
How did this actually come about? And
what were the reactions of the peoples liv-
ing in that contested territory? This collec-
tion of essays by leading scholars provides
a comprehensive yet accessible overview
of Irag's history and its strategic impor-
tance from three points of view: local resi-
dents, Iraqg's neighbors (lran, Turkey, and
Kurdistan), and the Great Powers. The
book captures the complexity of forces
that contributed to the making of Iraq as a
modern state, integrating short and long
term policy, individual and group interests,
and the impact of World War I. The Crea-
tion of Iraq helps readers to understand
the dynamics and interplay of regional his-
tory and geo-strategic and imperial priori-
ties in an area of the world that will contin-
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ue to dominate international politics for
years to come. - Publisher.

Third edition of Charles Tripp's authorita-
tive history of Iraq.

Although Iraqgi Jews saw themselves as
Iraqi patriots, their community—which had
existed in Irag for more than 2,500
years—was displaced following the estab-
lishment of the state of Israel. New Babylo-
nians chronicles the lives of these Jews,
their urban Arab culture, and their hopes
for a democratic nation-state. It studies
their ideas about Judaism, Islam, secu-
larism, modernity, and reform, focusing on
Iragi Jews who internalized narratives of
Arab and Iraqi nationalisms and on those
who turned to communism in the 1940s.
As the book reveals, the ultimate displace-
ment of this community was not the result
of a perpetual persecution on the part of
their Iragi compatriots, but rather the out-
come of misguided state policies during
the late 1940s and early 1950s. Sadly,
from a dominant mood of coexistence,
friendship, and partnership, the impossibili-
ty of Arab-Jewish coexistence became the
prevailing narrative in the region—and the
dominant narrative we have come to know
today.

The Modern History of Iraq is a remarkably
readable account of contemporary Iraq,
placing in historical perspective the crises
and upheavals that continue to afflict the
country. This text weaves together several
important themes, including the search for
a national identity, the struggle to achieve
social and economic development, the
changes in political dynamics, and the im-
pact of foreign interventions, to provide
readers with a holistic understanding of
modern lIraq. Revised and updated
throughout, the fourth edition features
more discussion of cultural identity and
media and society. In addition, this edition
includes two new chapters on the events
and shifts in the country of the early twen-
ty-first century-the US intervention and
withdrawal, the stabilization and subse-
guent unraveling of the Maliki govern-
ment, the effects of the Arab uprisings,
and the rise of ISIS-and their political, eco-
nomic, and social consequences. Written
by noted Iraq scholar Phebe Marr with new
co-author Ibrahim al-Marashi, this text is
essential reading for readers who seek to
understand modern Iraq in the context of
historical perspective.

The Dramatic History of Irag in One Con-
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cise Volume The destinies of Irag and
America will be tightly intertwined into the
foreseeable future due to the U.S. incur-
sion into this complex, perplexing desert
nation -- the latest in a long history of vio-
lent outside interventions. A country sitt-
ing atop the world's largest supply of
crude oil, Irag will continue to play an es-
sential role in global economics and in Mid-
dle Eastern politics for many decades to
come. Therefore, it is more important than
ever for Westerners to have a clear unders-
tanding of the volatile, enigmatic "Land of
Two Rivers" -- its turbulent past and its
looming possibilities. In this acutely pene-
trating and endlessly fascinating study, ac-
knowledged Middle East authority William
R. Polk presents a comprehensive history
of the tumultuous events that shaped mod-
ern Iraq, while offering well-reasoned judg-
ments on what we can expect there in the
years to come.

This updated edition of Charles Tripp's A
History of Iraq covers events since 1998,
and looks at present-day developments
right up to mid-2002. Since its establish-
ment by the British in the 1920s Iraq has
witnessed the rise and fall of successive



regimes, culminating in the dictatorship of
Saddam Hussein. Tripp traces Iraqg's politi-
cal history from its nineteenth-century
roots in the Ottoman empire, to the devel-
opment of the state, its transformation
from monarchy to republic and the rise of
the Ba'th party and the ascendancy of Sad-
dam Hussein.

Despite massive U.S. involvement in Iraq,
average Americans really know very little
about Iraq or its people. Lost in the daily
reports of warfare is any objective informa-
tion about the daily lives of Iraqis, their eth-
nic diversity, their rich cultural heritage,
and their incredibly ancient history stretch-
ing back five thousand years to Mesopo-
tamia, the cradle of world civilization. This
book attempts to add some balance and
depth to the misleading, superficial image
of Iraq created by the media focus on the
war. The contributors, all specialists in Mid-
dle Eastern studies and affiliated with a va-
riety of well-respected universities (Villano-
va University, University of Chicago, Dart-
mouth, University of Paris, and others),
have written interesting and informative,
yet nontechnical articles designed to be ac-
cessible to a wide circle of readers, includ-
ing nonspecialists. The work is divided into
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five parts. Part | deals with the history and
civilization of Iraq, addressing the three
most significant aspects: Iraq's magnifi-
cent archaeological heritage, reaching
back to ancient Mesopotamia; medieval
Baghdad (which, among many other
achievements, transmitted Greek philoso-
phy to the West); and Irag's complex and
fascinating modern history. Part Il takes up
some essential aspects of the culture: art,
music, and literature. In these fields, Iraq
played and continues to play a highly im-
portant and influential role both in and out-
side the region. Part lll focuses on a few re-
ligious and ethnic communities (Christians,
Jews, Shiites, and Kurds), whose history
and role in the country have been the sub-
ject of confusion and misinterpretation, es-
pecially in the West. These specific commu-
nities are discussed in the context of the
Arab majority and in relation to other im-
portant religious and ethnic sects, such as
the Sunnis, Turkomen, Mandeans, and
Yazidis. Part IV points out the impact of in-
ternational sanctions on the environment
and the economy, and particularly on the
lives of women. Finally, Part V deals with
regional and international political issues,
with emphasis on the politicization of wa-

ter and oil, and on U.S. policy toward Iraq.
Editor Shams C. Inati strives for a bal-
anced presentation, without favoring any
specific political position. This superb col-
lection of in-depth essays will enlighten
and inform anyone wishing a more com-
plete and fair understanding of Irag than
can be found on television or in newspa-
pers.

In this unprecedented account of the inten-
sive air and ground operations in Iraqg, two
of America's most distinguished military
historians bring clarity and depth to the
first major war of the new millennium.
Reaching beyond the blaring headlines,
embedded videophone reports, and daily
Centcom briefings, Williamson Murray and
Robert Scales analyze events in light of
past military experiences, present battle-
ground realities, and future expectations.
This book provides the first comprehensive
study of the evolution of the Iraqi military
from the British mandate era to post-
Baathist Iraq. Ethnic and sectarian turmoil
is endemic to Iraq, and its armed forces
have been intertwined with its political
affairs since their creation. This study illus-
trates how the relationship between the
military and
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The history of Iraq is made up of succes-
sive and radical breaks (coup d'état,
changes of regime, military invasions), the
chronological markers of which are easy to
identify. Although researchers cannot ig-
nore these disruptions, it is also necessary
to establish a link between the moments
when the breaks occur and the longer
term, in order to shed light on the period
under study. Combining different discip-
lines (history, sociology, political science
and anthropology), the book seeks to ad-
vance some milestones that will allow for a
renewed perspective on Iraqgi 20th century
history and propose a narrative that fits in-
to new paradigms. Finally, the book tack-
les different periods (monarchy, republic,
Ba'thist, etc.) with an interest in diverse
spheres of the Iraqi society (arts, politics,
religious, tribal, etc.).

Cities, scripts, literature, the rule of law -
all were born in Iraq. That so many see
this ancient land as nothing more than a vi-
olent backwater steeped in chaos is a
travesty. This is the place where, for the
first 5,000 years of human history, all inno-
vations of worth emerged. It was the cra-
dle of civilization. In this unrivalled study,

John Robertson details the greatness and
grandeur of Iraq’s achievements, the bru-
tality and magnificence of its ancient em-
pires and its extraordinary contributions to
the world. The only work in the English lan-
guage to explore the history of the land of
two rivers in its entirety, it takes readers
from the seminal advances of its Neolithic
inhabitants to the aftermath of the Ameri-
can and British-led invasion, the rise of Is-
lamic State and Iraq today. A fascinating
and thought-provoking analysis, it is sure
to be greatly appreciated by historians, stu-
dents and all those with an interest in this
diverse and enigmatic country. This paper-
back edition features a new epilogue,
bringing the work up to date and looking
ahead to Iraqg’s future.

The story of Iraq is one of resistance. In
this groundbreaking study, Johan Franzen
offers a contextual modern history of the
country, its creation and its struggle for
sovereignty. Iraq's contemporary history is
a tale of a diverse people thrown together
into a nation-state by imperialist state-
craft. From the state's inception as a
League of Nations mandate in the 1920s,
through wars, coups and revolutions,
Iraqgis have always resisted foreign domina-
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tion. But the country, propelled by the
guest for power, intense national pride
and a zeal for sovereignty, was catapulted
along a trajectory of violence. On one side
stood imperialism, seeking to control Iraq
for its own ends. Facing it, Iraqgis of varying
nationalist groups tried to rid the country
of foreign meddling and steer a course of
self-determination. Pride and Power offers
in-depth analysis of the most important
events, decisions and processes that led
Iraq down this path. Based on extensive re-
search of primary sources, both Iragi and
Western, the book unravels the complexity
of Iraqg's political history. It is essential
reading for anyone interested in the inter-
national relations of the Middle East or in
understanding the rich history of Iraq,
from its foundation to the present.

“Essential . . . one for the ages . .. a must
read for all who care about presidential
power.” —The Washington Post “Authorita-
tive . . . The most comprehensive account
yet of that smoldering wreck of foreign pol-
icy, one that haunts us today.” —LA Times
One of BookPage's Best Books of 2020 To
Start a War paints a vivid and indelible pic-
ture of a decision-making process that was
fatally compromised by a combination of



post-9/11 fear and paranoia, rank naiveté,
craven groupthink, and a set of actors with
idées fixes who gamed the process relent-
lessly. Everything was believed; nothing
was true. Robert Draper’s fair-mindedness
and deep understanding of the principal ac-
tors suffuse his account, as does a story-
telling genius that is close to sorcery.
There are no cheap shots here, which
makes the ultimate conclusion all the
more damning. In the spirit of Barbara W.
Tuchman’s The Guns of August and Marc
Bloch’s Strange Defeat, To Start A War will
stand as the definitive account of a collec-
tive scurrying for evidence that would
prove to be not just dubious but entirely
false—evidence that was then used to justi-
fy a verdict that led to hundreds of thou-
sands of deaths and a flood tide of chaos
in the Middle East that shows no signs of
ebbing.

A History of Iraq

"This is the first volume to present the
modern history of Iraq through reference
to a wide variety of primary source docu-
ments that allow the reader to obtain a
unique view of Iraqgi politics and society.
There are very few works on the Middle
East that offer the type of perspective Dr.
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Holden presents in this compendium of
source materials."--Eric Davis, Rutgers Uni-
versity Previously published histories and
primary source collections on the Iraqi ex-
perience tend to be topically focused or
dedicated to presenting a top-down ap-
proach. By contrast, Stacy Holden's "A Doc-
umentary History of Modern Irag" gives
voice to ordinary Iraqis, clarifying the expe-
rience of the Shiites, Sunnis, Kurds, Jews,
and women over the past century.Through
varied documents ranging from short sto-
ries to treaties, political speeches to mem-
oirs, and newspaper articles to book ex-
cerpts, the work synthesizes previously
marginalized perspectives of minorities
and women with the voices of the political
elite to provide an integrated picture of po-
litical change from the Ottoman Empire in
1903 to the end of the second Bush admin-
istration in 2008. Covering a broad range
of topics, this bottom-up approach allows
readers to fully immerse themselves in the
lives of everyday lIragis as they navigate
regime shifts from the British to the
Hashemite monarchy, the political uphea-
val of the Persian Gulf wars, and beyond.
Brief introductions to each excerpt provide
context and suggest questions for class-

room discussion.This collection offers raw
history, untainted and unfiltered by mod-
ern political frameworks, interpretations,
or opinions, representing a refreshing new
approach to the study of Iraq. Stacy E. Hol-
den, associate professor of history at Pur-
due University, is the author of "The
Politics of Food in Modern Morocco."""

The twentieth century witnessed the trans-
formation of the area known currently as
Iraq from a backward region of the Otto-
man Empire, to one of the most important
and dynamic states in the Middle East. The
rise of modern Iraq has its roots in the se-
cond half of the nineteenth century when
Ottoman reforms led to gradual state mod-
ernization and increasing integration in
the World Economy. British control after
World War | was one of the determining
factors in the establishment of the current
borders of the country and the nature of
its subsequent national identity. The other
important factor was the highly heteroge-
neous nature of Iraqi society being divided
along tribal, ethnic, religious, and sec-
tarian lines. This book focuses on the inter-
action between the old and the new, or be-
tween continuity and change, as it is mani-
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fested in the nature of social development,
nation-building, the state and the political
opposition.

Few countries can claim to have endured
such a difficult and tortuous history as that
of Iraq. Its varied peoples have had to con-
tend with externally imposed state-build-
ing at the end of the First World War,
through to the rise of authoritarian military
regimes, to the all-encompassing power of

Saddam Hussein's dictatorship. They have
endured destructive wars, international-
ly-imposed sanctions, and a further bout of
destabilizing regime change and subse-
quent state-building from 2003. The re-
cent rise of the Islamic State, the consoli-
dation of the Kurdistan Region, and the re-
sponse of the Shi'i populace have brought
the country to a de facto partition that
may bring about Iraq's final demise. The
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second edition of Iraq: People, History,
Politics provides a comprehensive analysis
of the political, societal, and economic dy-
namics that have governed Iraq's modern
development. Situating recent events
within a longer historical timeframe, this
book is a must-read for anyone wanting to
understand the deep histories that under-
pin the contemporary politics of this war--
torn and troubled state.



